








































































































Contemporary History 
Mr. Michael Meechin 
 
Conscription Information 
 

 
Figure 1: Map of Conscription Worldwide 

No Defense Forces 

Andorra 
Costa Rica 
Federated States of Micronesia 
Grenada 
Iceland 
Kiribati 
Liechtenstein 
Marshall Islands 
Mauritius 

Monaco 
Nauru 
Palau 
Panama 
Samoa 
San Marino 
Solomon Islands 
Tuvalu 
Vatican City 

 

No Enforced Conscription 

Afghanistan 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Argentina 
Australia 
Bahamas 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belgium 
Bhutan 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Botswana 
Brunei 
Bulgaria 
Burma 
Cameroon 

Canada 
Chile 
Congo 
Croatia 
Czech Republic 
 Djibouti 
Dominican Republic 
Ethiopia 
Fiji 
France 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Hungary 
India 

Iraq 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Lithuania 
Liberia 
 Luxembourg 
Macedonia 
Malawi 
Maldives 
Malta 
Morocco 



Montenegro 
Namibia 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
Netherlands Antilles 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Oman 
Pakistan 
Papua New Guinea 
Peru 
Philippines 

Poland 
Portugal 
 Qatar 
Romania 
Rwanda 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Saudi Arabia 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
South Africa 
Spain 

Sri Lanka 
Suriname 
Swaziland 
Tanzania 
Timor-Leste 
Tonga 
Trinidad and Tobago 
United Arab Emirates 
United Kingdom 
United States of America 
 Yemen 
Zambia 

  

Conscription Only in Special Circumstances 

Belize  Conscription only if volunteers are insufficient; conscription has never been implemented 
Bolivia   When annual number of volunteers falls short of goal, compulsory recruitment is affected 
Jamaica   Younger recruits may be conscripted with parental consent 
Uruguay  Enlistment is voluntary in peacetime, but the government has the authority to conscript in 

emergencies 
 

Military Service Limited to One Year or Less 

Austria (6 months) 
Bolivia (12 months) 
Brazil (9-12 months) 
Denmark (4-12 months) 
Ecuador (selective conscription) 
El Salvador (selective conscription) 
Estonia (8-11 months) 
Finland (6-12 months) 
Germany (9 months) 
Greece (12 months) 
Guatemala (12-24 months) 
Latvia 

 Mexico (selective conscription) 
Moldavia (12 months) 
Mongolia (12 months) 
Norway 
Paraguay (12 months for Army, 24 months for Navy) 
Russia (12 months) 
Serbia (6 months) 
Switzerland 
Taiwan (selective conscription) 
Tunisia (12 months) 
Ukraine (12 months) 
Uzbekistan (12 months) 

  

Military Service Limited to 18 Months 

Azerbaijan 
Cambodia 
Colombia 
Cote d'Ivoire 
Eritrea 
 Georgia 
Iran 
Laos 
Madagascar 
Turkey (6-15 months) 
  



Civilian, Unarmed or Non-Combatant Option 

Angola 
Algeria 
Austria (9 months civilian, 6 armed) 
Belarus 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Finland (12 months civilian, unarmed 330 days, armed 6, 9 or 12 months) 
Germany (9 months civilian, same as armed) 
Latvia 
Norway 
Serbia (9 months civilian) 
Sweden 
  

Selective Conscription 

Benin 
Cape Verde 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
China 
Guinea-Bissau 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 
 Indonesia 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
Niger 
Senegal 
Taiwan 
Togo 
  

Both Compulsory and Voluntary Military Service 

Bermuda 
Burundi 
Gabon 
Kuwait 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Philippines 
Singapore 
Uganda 
Venezuela 
  

 

 



Armed Military Service Longer than 18 Months 

Armenia 
Burkina Faso 
Congo (Democratic Republic) 
Cuba 
Equatorial Guinea 
Egypt 
Guinea 
Israel 
Kazakhstan 
Kyrgyzstan 
Libya 
 Mozambique 

North Korea 
São Tomé and Príncipe 
Singapore  
Somalia 
South Korea 
Syria 
Sudan 
Tajikistan 
Thailand 
Turkmenistan 
Vietnam 

  

Conscription to be Abolished in the Near Future 

Albania 
Serbia 
Ukraine 
 



United States History 
Mr. Michael Meechin 
 
Formative Assessment 
Topic.12 Study Concepts 
 
The following concepts will be on the Topic.12 Formative Assessment. It is the student’s responsibility to prepare 
for this assessment. Information could come from in class activities, discussion and readings. 
 
For your benefit the definition of concept has been provided below: 
 
con·cept [kon-sept]    
–noun  

1. a general notion or idea; conception.  
2. an idea of something formed by mentally combining all its characteristics or particulars; a construct.  

 
 
Truman Doctrine 
Containment Policy 
Bay of Pigs Invasion (Look up similarities of invasion of Panama, 1989) 
US foreign policy with regard to Korea and Vietnam 
Intervention 
Cold War development 
War Powers Act 
World War II Foreign Policy vs. Post-WWII Foreign Policy 
Limited War 
Examples of Containment in Europe 
Main Points of the Division of Germany 
Douglass MacArthur dismissal 
Korean War similarities with Persian Gulf War (Look up) 
Nuclear Test Ban 
Long Term Effect of Vietnam 
Peace Corps 
End of Cold War (What event marked it?) 
Domino Theory 
Nixon’s Détente 
 



United States History 
Mr. Michael Meechin 
 
Formative Assessment  
Topic.12 Cold War  
 

1. The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan represented attempts by the United States to deal with the 
a. national debt  
b. spread of communism  
c. President’s political opposition  
d. arms race 

 
2. Both the Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba (1961) and the invasion of Panama (1989) are examples of United 

States attempts to 
a. eliminate unfriendly governments geographically close to the United States  
b. cultivate good relations with Latin American nations  
c. stop the drug trade  
d. end the Cold War 

 
3. The speakers below are discussing foreign policies that the United States has followed at various times. 

Base your answers on their statements and on your knowledge of social studies. Speaker A: Steer clear of 
permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world. Speaker B: The United States will give 
economic aid to needy countries anywhere in the world, but will not provide military aid. Speaker C: The 
United States must prevent the growth of communism. Speaker D: The United States can take over other 
countries to help them become more like us. The Korean conflict and the Vietnam conflict were attempts 
to carry out the foreign policy described by Speaker 

a. A  
b. B  
c. C  
d. D 

 
4. The speakers below are discussing foreign policies that the United States has followed at various times. 

Base your answers on their statements and on your knowledge of social studies. Speaker A: Steer clear of 
permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world. Speaker B: The United States will give 
economic aid to needy countries anywhere in the world, but will not provide military aid. Speaker C: The 
United States must prevent the growth of communism. Speaker D: The United States can take over other 
countries to help them become more like us. Which speakers would most likely support a United States 
foreign policy of intervention 

a. A and B  
b. A and C  
c. C and D  
d. B and D 

 
5. Shortly after World War II, the cold war developed mainly as a result of the 

a. United States refusal to send economic aid to European nations  
b. Soviet domination of Eastern Europe  
c. competition between the superpowers to explore outer space  
d. continuation of the pre-World War II balance of power  

 
 
 
 
 



6. A constitutional issue that was frequently raised about United States involvement in the Korean conflict 
and the Vietnam conflict was the 

a. right to regulate commerce with foreign nations  
b. use of deficit spending to finance wars  
c. lack of a formal declaration of war by Congress  
d. Supreme Court’s role in foreign policy decision-making 

 
7. After World War II, the United States departed most sharply from its traditional foreign policy when it 

a. stopped foreign-aid programs  
b. sponsored disarmament treaties  
c. organized global systems of alliances  
d. recognized revolutionary governments 

 
8. In the years just after World War II, the United States attempted to prevent the spread of communism in 

Europe mainly by 
a. taking over the governments of several Western European nations  
b. increasing opportunities for political refugees to settle in the United States  
c. holding a series of summit meetings with leaders of the Soviet Union  
d. establishing policies of economic and military aid for European nations 

 
9. The Korean War and the Persian Gulf War were similar in that both 

a. represented United Nations efforts to assist nations in repelling aggressors  
b. involved unilateral military action by the United States  
c. were military defeats for the United Nations  
d. brought about lasting solutions to problems in each region 

 
10. During the Korean War, what was the main reason that President Harry Truman dismissed General 

Douglas MacArthur as commander of the United States troops? 
a. The United States had suffered many severe military losses.  
b. Congress refused to appropriate any more money to support the war.  
c. President Truman believed that General MacArthur’s conduct threatened the concept of civilian 

control over the military  
d. General MacArthur disobeyed President Truman by deciding to stop fighting the war. 

 
11. During the Cold War Era, the easing of tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union resulted 

in 
a. the organization of the Warsaw Pact  
b. the invasion of Hungary and Czechoslovakia  
c. the Berlin Airlift  
d. a treaty banning nuclear tests  

 
12. Which is a valid conclusion based on United States involvement in the Korean War? 

a. The policy of containment was applied in Asia as well as in Europe  
b. United Nations economic sanctions are more effective than military action.  
c. The American people will support United States participation in any war, whether declared or 

undeclared.  
d. United States cooperation with a wartime ally ends when the war ends. 

 
13. A major long-term effect of the Vietnam War has been 

a. an end to communist governments in Asia  
b. a change in United States foreign policy from containment to imperialism  
c. a reluctance to commit United States troops for extended military action abroad  
d. a continued boycott of trade with Asia 



14. The primary purpose of the War Powers Act (1973) is to 
a. limit Presidential power to send troops into combat  
b. allow for a quicker response to a military attack  
c. assure adequate defense of the Western Hemisphere  
d. stop the use of troops for nonmilitary purposes 

 
15. Throughout United States history, the most important aim of the country’s foreign policy has been 

a. participation in international organizations  
b. advancement of national self interest  
c. containment of communism  
d. development of military alliances 

 
16. United States annexation of the Philippines (1898) and military involvement in Vietnam (1960’s and 

1970’s) are similar because in each event the United States 
a. achieved its long-range foreign policy objectives  
b. put the domino theory into action  
c. demonstrated the strength and success of its military power  
d. provoked domestic debate about its involvement in the internal affairs of other nations 

 
17. The Peace Corps was established by President John F. Kennedy in an effort to provide 

a. support to developing nations of the world  
b. job training for the unemployed  
c. markets for consumer goods  
d. teachers for inner-city areas 

 
18. President John F. Kennedy supported the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba as an effort to 

a. remove a communist dictator from power  
b. stop the flow of illegal drugs to the United States  
c. support Fidel Castro’s efforts for reform  
d. rescue hostages held by Cuban freedom fighters 

 
19. The United States experience in the Vietnam War supports the idea that the outcome of a war 

a. is determined mainly by technological superiority  
b. is dependent on using the greatest number of soldiers  
c. is assured to countries dedicated to democratic ideals  
d. can be strongly affected by public opinion  

 
20. Which event led directly to the end of the cold war? 

a. reunification of Germany  
b. formation of the European Union  
c. breakup of the Soviet Union  
d. creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

 
21. Which development led to the other three? 

a. The United States government increased funding for science and math education.  
b. The Soviet Union launched the Sputnik satellite.  
c. A joint Soviet-American space mission was announced.  
d. President John F. Kennedy set the goal of landing a man on the Moon. 

 
 
 
 
 



22. Which development is most closely associated with the belief in the domino theory? 
a. military involvement in Vietnam  
b. construction of the Berlin Wall  
c. signing of the nuclear test ban treaty  
d. end of the Korean War 

 
23. The primary purpose of President Richard Nixon’s policy of détente was to 

a. expand United States military involvement in Southeast Asia  
b. assure an adequate supply of oil from the Middle East  
c. ease tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union  
d. maintain a favorable balance of trade with China 
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