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President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
“Infamy Speech” 
12.08.1941 
 
“Mr. Vice President [Henry A. Wallace], Mr. Speaker [Sam Rayburn], members of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives: yesterday, December 7th, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the United States of America 
was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.  
The United States was at peace with that nation, and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its 
Government and its Emperor [Hirohito] looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour 
after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in the American island of Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador 
[Kichisaburo Nomura] to the United States and his colleague [Saburo Kurusu] delivered to our Secretary of State 
[Cordell Hull] a formal reply to a recent American message. And while this reply stated that it seemed useless to 
continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of armed attack. 
 
It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately 
planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese Government has deliberately 
sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace. 
 
The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American naval and military forces. I 
regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. In addition American ships have been reported 
torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu. 
 
Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack against Malaya. 
 
Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong. 
 
Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. 
 
Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. 
 
Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island. 
 
And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island. 
 
Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday 
and today speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already formed their opinions and well 
understand the implications to the very life and safety of our nation. 
 
As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures be taken for our defense. 
 
But always will our whole nation remember the character of the onslaught against us. No matter how long it may 
take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous might will win through to 
absolute victory. 
 
I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only defend 
ourselves to the uttermost but will make it very certain that this form of treachery shall never again endanger us. 
 
Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in grave danger. 
 



With confidence in our armed forces—with the unbounding determination of our people—we will gain the 
inevitable triumph—so help us God. 
 
I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December 7th, 
1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese Empire.” 
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President George W. Bush 
“September 11, 2001 Speech to the Nation” 
09.11.2001 
 
“Good evening. Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very freedom came under attack in a series of 
deliberate and deadly terrorist acts. The victims were in airplanes, or in their offices; secretaries, businessmen and 
women, military and federal workers; moms and dads, friends and neighbors. Thousands of lives were suddenly 
ended by evil, despicable acts of terror.  
 
The pictures of airplanes flying into buildings, fires burning, huge structures collapsing, have filled us with disbelief, 
terrible sadness, and a quiet, unyielding anger. These acts of mass murder were intended to frighten our nation 
into chaos and retreat. But they have failed; our country is strong.  
 
A great people have been moved to defend a great nation. Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our 
biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America. These acts shattered steel, but they cannot 
dent the steel of American resolve.  
 
 
America was targeted for attack because we're the brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the world. 
And no one will keep that light from shining.  
 
Today, our nation saw evil, the very worst of human nature. And we responded with the best of America -- with 
the daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers and neighbors who came to give blood and help in 
any way they could.  
 
Immediately following the first attack, I implemented our government's emergency response plans. Our military is 
powerful, and it's prepared. Our emergency teams are working in New York City and Washington, D.C. to help with 
local rescue efforts.  
 
Our first priority is to get help to those who have been injured, and to take every precaution to protect our citizens 
at home and around the world from further attacks.  
 
The functions of our government continue without interruption. Federal agencies in Washington which had to be 
evacuated today are reopening for essential personnel tonight, and will be open for business tomorrow. Our 
financial institutions remain strong, and the American economy will be open for business, as well.  
 
The search is underway for those who are behind these evil acts. I've directed the full resources of our intelligence 
and law enforcement communities to find those responsible and to bring them to justice. We will make no 
distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them.  
 
I appreciate so very much the members of Congress who have joined me in strongly condemning these attacks. 
And on behalf of the American people, I thank the many world leaders who have called to offer their condolences 
and assistance.  
 
America and our friends and allies join with all those who want peace and security in the world, and we stand 
together to win the war against terrorism. Tonight, I ask for your prayers for all those who grieve, for the children 
whose worlds have been shattered, for all whose sense of safety and security has been threatened. And I pray they 
will be comforted by a power greater than any of us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 23: "Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me."  



 
This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for justice and peace. America has 
stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time. None of us will ever forget this day. Yet, we go forward to 
defend freedom and all that is good and just in our world.  
 
Thank you. Good night, and God bless America.” 
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Dearest Mom and Lou, 
 Just received your 19th April letter and was glad to hear you are all well 
and the tractor business is still intact. 
 So you went to N.Y. and had a big time. I’d give most everything I have to be 
able to see Lou with his pants rolled up and a baby cap on. – Gawdamighty! Did 
Mom get a jag on and smoke cigarettes? – Hove you ever learned to smoke, Mom? 
 A year ago today I was sweating out shells on Anzio Beachhead – today I 
am sitting in Hitler’s luxuriously furnished apartment in Munich writing a few 
lines home. – What a contrast. – A still greater contrast is that between his 
quarters here and the living hell of DACHAU concentration camp only 10 miles 
from here. – I had the misfortune of seeing the camp yesterday and I still find it 
hard to believe what my eyes told me. – 
 A railroad runs alongside the camp and as we walked toward the box cars 
on the track I thought of some of the stories I previously had read about DACHAU 
and was glad of the chance to see for myself just to prove once and for all that 
what I had heard was propaganda. – But no it wasn’t propaganda at all – if 
anything some of the truth had been held back. In two years of combat you can 
imagine I have seen a lot of death, furious deaths most. But nothing has ever 
stirred me as much as this. I can’t shrug off the feeling of utter hate I now hold for 
these people. I’ve shot at Germans with intent to kill before only because I had to 
or else it was me – now I hold no hesitancy whatsoever. 
 The first box car I came to had about 30 what were once humans in it. – All 
were just bone with a layer of skin over them. Most of the eyes were open and had 
an indescribable look about them. They had that beaten “what did I do to deserve 
this” look. Twenty to thirty other box cars were the same. Bodies on top of each 
other – no telling how many. No identification as far as I could see. – And then 
into the camp itself. – Filthy barracks suitable for about 200 persons held 1500. 
160,000 persons were originally in the camp and 32,000 were alive (or almost 
alive) when we arrived. –  
 There is a gas chamber and furnace room in one barracks. – Two rooms 
were full of bodies waiting to be cremated. – In one room they were all nude – in 
the other they had prison clothes on – as filthy as dirt itself. 
 How can people do things like that? I never believed they could until now. 
 The only good thing I noticed about the whole camp were the scores of SS 
guards freshly killed. – Some of the prisoners newly freed could not control 
themselves and went from German to German and bashed their heads in with 
sticks and rocks – No one tried to stop them for we all realized how long they had 
suffered. 
 I guess the papers have told you about the 7th Army taking NURNBERG and 
MUNICH by now. – Our Division took the greater part of each place and captured 
many thousands of prisoners. We also liberated Russian, Polish and British and 
American prisoners by the thousands – what a happy day for those people. 
        Well enough for now –  
        Miss you all very much 
        Your son 
        Horace 
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Formative Assessment 
Topic.09 Study Concepts 
 
The following concepts will be on the Topic.07 Formative Assessment. It is the student’s responsibility to prepare 
for this assessment. Information could come from in class activities, discussion and readings. 
 
For your benefit the definition of concept has been provided below: 
 
con·cept [kon-sept]    
–noun  

1. a general notion or idea; conception.  
2. an idea of something formed by mentally combining all its characteristics or particulars; a construct.  

 
 
Role of Women during WWII 
Cause and Effect of Use of the Atomic Bomb 
US Foreign Policy Before, During, and After the War 
Effects of the War on Europe 
Effect of Pearl Harbor Attack 
Japanese Internment 
Neutrality Acts 
Purpose of Propaganda 
Rationing 
Results of World War II 
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Formative Assessment  
Topic.09 World War II 
 

1. During World War II, women and minorities made economic gains mainly because 
a. a shortage of traditional labor created new opportunities in the workplace  
b. more educational opportunities increased the number of skilled workers in these groups  
c. labor unions successfully demanded equal opportunities for these groups  
d. new civil rights legislation forced businesses to change their hiring practices 

 
2. President Harry Truman’s decision to use atomic bombs against Japan was primarily based on his belief 

that 
a. an invasion of Japan would result in excessive casualties  
b. Germany would refuse to surrender in Europe  
c. an alliance was developing between Japan and the Soviet Union  
d. Japan was in the process of developing its own atomic weapons 

 
3. Which action best illustrates the policy of isolationism followed by the United States before it entered 

World War II? 
a. signing of a collective security pact with Latin American nations  
b. passage of neutrality legislation forbidding arms sales to warring nations  
c. embargo on the sale of gasoline and steel to Japan  
d. President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s exchange of American destroyers for British naval and air bases 

 
4. "The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is, in extending our commercial relations, to 

have with them as little political connection as possible." 
 
This quotation supports a foreign policy of 

a. imperialism  
b. appeasement  
c. neutrality  
d. economic sanctions 

 
5. After World War II, the United States was better able than its allies to adjust its economy from wartime to 

peacetime because the United States 
a. possessed nuclear weapons  
b. raised tariffs on imports  
c. had collected its war debts from the Allies  
d. had suffered no widespread wartime destruction  

 
6. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 is an illustration of the 

a. impact a single event can have on public opinion a time of crisis  
b. effectiveness of a policy of appeasement in stopping aggression  
c. success of the pacifist movement in the United States  
d. role of communism as a negative influence in global affairs  

 
 
 
 
 



7. The rulings of the Supreme Court inDred Scott v. Sanford (1857), Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), and Korematsu 
v. United States (1944) all demonstrate that the Supreme Court has 

a. continued to extend voting rights to minorities  
b. protected itself from internal dissent  
c. sometimes failed to protect the rights of minorities  
d. often imposed restrictions on free speech during wartime  

 
8. Based on a study of the trial of Sacco and Vanzetti (1920’s) and the internment of Japanese Americans 

(1940’s), which conclusion is most accurate? 
a. The Bill of Rights is not intended to apply to naturalized citizens  
b. Racial and ethnic hostilities are effectively checked by adherence to due process of law.  
c. Internment of suspected criminals is necessary during wartime.  
d. Nativism and racism sometimes override the ideals of constitutional democracy 

 
9. Speaker A: “The use of the bomb shortened the war and saved American lives.” 

  
Speaker B: “The United States might have been able to force the Japanese to surrender simply by 
demonstrating the power of the bomb on a deserted island.” 
  
Speaker C: “The use of the bomb was justified because of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.” 
  
Speaker D: “In Hiroshima, the bomb instantly incinerated more than 60,000 people. Most were civilians.” 
 
Which speakers hold the view that using the bomb was an appropriate military action? 
 

a. A and B  
b. A and C  
c. B and C  
d. B and D 

 
10. Between 1934 and 1937, Congress passed a series of neutrality acts that were designed primarily to 

a. strengthen the nation’s military defenses  
b. provide aid to other democratic nations  
c. create jobs for unemployed American workers  
d. avoid mistakes that had led to American involvement in World War I 

 
11. During World War II, posters of Rosie the Riveter were used to 

a. recruit women into wartime industries  
b. encourage women to serve in the armed forces  
c. promote women’s suffrage  
d. support higher education for women  

 
12. During World War II, the federal government used rationing to 

a. hold down prices of military weapons  
b. increase educational benefits for veterans  
c. increase imports of scarce products  
d. provide more resources for the military  

 
 
 
 
 
 



13. Speaker A: “The current situation has necessitated that more women enter the workforce.” 
  

Speaker B: “My family will have to get along without sugar and flour this week.” 
  

Speaker C: “I say we should continue to support our president, even if a president has never been elected 
to four terms before now.” 

  
Speaker D: “I support the government in everything it has to do, to be sure we are safe from fascism here 
at home.” 

  
Which situation is Speaker B describing? 

 
a. destruction of crops during wartime  
b. need for importation of food products  
c. food rationing to support a war effort  
d. limitation of agricultural production through farm subsidies 

 
14. Shortly after entering World War II, the United States began the Manhattan Project to 

a. work on the development of an atomic bomb  
b. increase economic production to meet wartime demands  
c. defend New York City against a nuclear attack  
d. recruit men for the military services  

 
15. A controversial issue that resulted from World War II was the 

a. future role of the League of Nations  
b. morality of nuclear warfare  
c. commitment of troops without congressional approval  
d. civilian control of the military  

 
16. “The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 

Nations and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all governments. “They are determined to 
safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilization of their peoples, founded on the principles of 
democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law. . . .” 
—      Preamble to the North Atlantic Treaty, 1949 
  
This statement shows the commitment of the United States to the principle of 
 

a. colonialism  
b. neutrality  
c. militarism  
d. collective security  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17. This World War II cartoon was used to encourage Americans to 
   

 
a. buy war bonds  
b. conserve natural resources  
c. serve in the armed forces  
d. work in war industries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic.09 Formative Assessment 
Answer Key 
 

1. A 
2. A 
3. B 
4. C 
5. D 
6. A 
7. C 
8. D 
9. B 
10. D 
11. A 
12. D 
13. C 
14. A 
15. B 
16. D 
17. B  
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