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Be sure that you know what the United States foreign policy was during the turn of the century (1800s to 1900s). 
Discuss what that policy would look like. 
 
Why did we get involved in the Spanish American War? 
 
What was the purpose of the acquisition of Hawaii (think bigger picture than just sugar)? 
 
What reasons drove our policy makers to establish the Open Door Policy? 
 
How would you have characterized the US policies toward Latin America? Choose some descriptive words. 
 
What policies were being exercised when the United States invaded Hawaii? 
 
What role did Yellow Journalism play in the events that we studied during this topic? 
 
What are the differences and similarities between political and economic imperialism? 
 
Explain Dollar Diplomacy and the reasons it was established. 
 
What has been the driving force for United States foreign policy throughout history? (Meaning, why did we make 
the decisions that we did?) 
 
Know how to explain, discuss, argue for defend isolationism and imperialism. 
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1. The speakers below are discussing foreign policies that the United States has followed at various times. 
Base your answers on their statements and on your knowledge of imperialism.  

Speaker A: Steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world.  
Speaker B: The United States will give economic aid to needy countries anywhere in the world, 
even if they’re Communist.  
Speaker C: The United States must prevent the growth of communism and anti-US governments.  
Speaker D: The United States can take over other countries to help them become more like us.  

 
Which speakers would most likely support a United States foreign policy of intervention? 

a. A and B 
b. A and C 
c. C and D 
d. B and D 

 
2. Involvement in the Spanish-American War, acquisition of Hawaii, and introduction of the Open Door 

policy in China were actions taken by the United States Government to 
a. establish military alliances with other nations 
b. gain overseas markets and sources of raw materials 
c. begin the policy of manifest destiny 
d. support isolationist forces in Congress 

 
3. During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, United States policy toward Latin America was most 

strongly characterized by 
a. friendship and trust 
b. intervention and paternalism 
c. tolerance and humanitarianism 
d. indifference and neglect 

 
4. Which United States policy is most closely associated with the annexation of Hawaii and the Philippines? 

a. neutrality 
b. isolationism 
c. imperialism 
d. communism 

 
5. Which factor is most closely associated with the decision of the United States to declare war on Spain in 

1898? 
a. isolationist policy 
b. labor union pressure 
c. yellow journalism 
d. unrestricted submarine warfare 

 
6. The overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy was an example of  

a. political intervention 
b. economic intervention 
c. both a and b 
d. none of the above 

 



7. Early in the 20th century, Presidents William Taft and Woodrow Wilson used the concept of dollar 
diplomacy to 

a. help European nations avoid war 
b. expand United States influence in China 
c. protect United States investments in Latin America 
d. support welfare programs for immigrants to the United States 

 
8. The main reason the United States developed the Open Door policy was to 

a. allow the United States to expand its trade with China 
b. demonstrate the positive features of democracy to Chinese leaders 
c. aid the Chinese Nationalists in their struggle with the Chinese Communists 
d. encourage Chinese workers to come to the United States 

 
9. Throughout United States history, the most important aim of the country’s foreign policy has been 

a. participation in international organizations  
b. advancement of national self-interest  
c. containment of communism  
d. development of military alliances  

 
10. “But today we are raising more than we can consume. Today we are making more than we can use. Today 

our industrial society is congested; there are more workers than there is work; there is more capital than 
there is investment. We do not need more money—we need more circulation, more employment. 
Therefore, we must find new markets for our produce, new occupation for our capital, new work for our 
labor. . . .”  

— Senator Albert J. Beveridge, 1898  

This statement provides a reason why political leaders of the late 1800s adopted the policy of 

a. imperialism  
b. isolationism  
c. protectionism  
d. collective security 
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