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What were the “sparks” that caused the US Civil War? What was the # 1 reason for the US Civil War? What are the 
differences between the sparks and the causes? 
 
What were Radical Republicans upset about with regard to Reconstruction? (Hint: Think about Lincoln’s plan for 
Reconstruction.) 
 
How were John Brown’s actions considered radical? What was the Southern reaction to Lincoln’s election and 
why? 
 
Briefly summarize the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments. (Know what due process means.) 
 
How did the Ku Klux Klan impact social change in the post-Civil War society? 
 
How did sharecropping cause debt for the croppers? How was it similar to slavery; how was it different? 
 
What were the key parts to Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction? 
 
What were the black codes and how did they impact society? 
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1. Choose the choice below that best defines the reason for the United States Civil War. [SS.912.A.2.1] 
a. Slavery 
b. Preservation of the Union 
c. Lincoln’s Election 
d. Abolitionism 

 
2. Which of the following would have been an idea that Radical Republicans would have supported? 

[SS.912.A.2.2; SS.912.A.2.3] 
a. Remove all of the Confederate members of the US Congress 
b. Free all of the slaves in the southern states 
c. Grant amnesty to the Confederate government officials 
d. Include former Confederate government officials in the reconstructed government of the United 

States 
 

3. Which of the following were contributing factors to the United States Civil War? [SS.912.A.2.1] 
a. Radical abolitionists were actively attempting to prevent the expansion of slavery in the United 

States. 
b. Northern states were trying to succeed from the Union. 
c. Southern states were upset with the election of Abraham Lincoln because of his political 

position. 
d. Both a and c. 
e. All of the above. 

 
4. Which of the following best describes the content of the 15th Amendment to the Constitution of the 

United States of America? [SS.912.A.2.4] 
a. Secures the freedoms and due process of the law for all Americans 
b. Abolishes slavery from the United States and all of its’ territories 
c. Guarantees the right to vote for all Americans on the basis of race, color, or previous condition of 

servitude 
d. Finalizes the reconstruction of the North and South into the United States of America 

 
5. In what way did the Ku Klux Klan impact the United States during Reconstruction? [SS.912.A.2.2] 

a. Promoting the election of former Confederate government officials 
b. Using scare tactics and violence to support social issues such as the black codes 
c. Threaten people in the North to vote for Southern candidates for President 
d. Publicly protest for the continued separation of the North and South 

 
6. Which of the following best describes the content of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution of the 

United States of America? [SS.912.A.2.4] 
a. Secures the freedoms and due process of the law for all Americans 
b. Abolishes slavery from the United States and all of its’ territories 
c. Guarantees the right to vote for all Americans on the basis of race, color, or previous condition of 

servitude 
d. Finalizes the reconstruction of the North and South into the United States of America 

 
 



7. How do the affects of sharecropping and the debt that it created differ from one another? [SS.912.A.2.6] 
a. Sharecropping created debt that sharecroppers could not get out of. 
b. Sharecropping allowed former slaves to earn an income, however it also created debt through 

the loan of tools and supplies. 
c. Sharecropping allowed croppers to get out of debt, and the system also allowed these people to 

feed their families on their own. 
d. Sharecropping allowed croppers to make an income from selling all of their crops, however it 

also created debt through the loan of tools and supplies. 
 

8. Which of the following concepts was not part of Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction? [SS.912.A.2.2] 
a. Amnesty for southern states that had succeeded from the Union 
b. Replace any loyal government officials in the South that had ties to the Confederacy 
c. Free all of the slaves in the states in rebellion 
d. Grant pardons to Confederate government officials, excluding the highest ranking members 

 
9. Which of the following would be an example of how the southern states’ black codes impacted society? 

[SS.912.A.2.5] 
a. African Americans being required to pay a poll tax prior to voting in an election 
b. The Ku Klux Klan engaging in a lynching 
c. African Americans not being allowed in certain places of business 
d. Literacy exams that would have to be passed prior to an African American student could enroll in 

school 
 

10. Which of the following best describes the content of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States of America? [SS.912.A.2.4] 

a. Secures the freedoms and due process of the law for all Americans 
b. Abolishes slavery from the United States and all of its’ territories 
c. Guarantees the right to vote for all Americans on the basis of race, color, or previous condition of 

servitude 
d. Finalizes the reconstruction of the North and South into the United States of America 
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